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Well, son number two has arrived safely in 
Sydney - so that‟s a relief (sort of).  It was 
hard saying goodbye.  The planet is very 
small these days, but Australia still feels a 
very long way away. 
 

And now we wait for the arrival of the 
grandchild, after which we have promised 
ourselves a few worry-free days before we 
find something else to fret about. 
 

Hartley and I had a trip to the Somerset 
Records Office - being beginners at all this 
history malarkey we were a tad 
apprehensive.  But we turned out to be 
pretty good at this research stuff - 
equipped as we were with every gadget 
known to modern man.  We will definitely 
go again, and will publicise our visit so 
that if anyone wants anything looking up 
we can oblige. 
 

This morning there was a really ghastly 
accident at the junction of Kenn Street 
with Kenn Road.  The Parish Plan of a 
couple of years ago told us that speed and 
road safety were the main concerns for 
villagers - with good reason.  Maybe we 
should look again at what can be done… 
 

The garden is as dry as dust - all the 
plants which have come on so beautifully 
in the warmth of the greenhouse will have 
to stay there.  It seems sacrilegious to say 
we need some rain, but it would be good if 
we could have sunny days and rainy 
nights (thunderstorms!) just like when I 
was a girl.   
 

We have blue tits living in a vent into our 
garage - Mrs Blue Tit can get in and out 
really easily (although she sometimes has 
to jettison some of the building materials 
she carts in) - but Mr Blue Tit is a little on 
the portly side, and can only get in with a 
bit of a struggle.  Sitting outside in the 
garden, turning toasty brown in the 
sunshine with our family around us, 
watching the Tits coming and going - well, 
we got to thinking that it really doesn‟t get 
any better than this. 
 
Thanks for having me!                       Hazel 
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Down on the Farm 
 
The wonderful warm, dry weather that we had throughout March and into early April has worked 
wonders for livestock farmers.  Many ewes lamb outdoors in March, this year under ideal 
conditions, with practically no losses of lambs due to the weather. 
 
Cattle farmers have had a wonderful spring time; they have been able to let their cattle out to grass, 
perhaps two weeks earlier than normal.  There is a very old saying of “little hay made, little hay 
wanted” which has proved right this year, because there was a great shortage of hay and silage this 
spring.  Many farmers have been able to stop feeding hay at least two weeks early. 
 
Livestock farmers are having something like a „boom time‟ this spring because cattle and sheep 
have all escalated in value.  As 
we‟ve mentioned before, sheep 
of all sorts are commanding 
record prices. In fact, lamb is 
so dear that butchers are 
finding it very difficult to sell the 
meat. 
 
On the cattle side of the 
business, as we‟ve also 
mentioned before, buyers are 
flooding into Somerset to 
obtain supplies, because there 
is a general shortage of cattle 
around the country. This is not 
noticeable in the South West 
where supplies seem plentiful. 
In fact, some of the best cattle 
for the meat trade are fetching 
prices of over a thousand 
pounds each!  This means that 
the main two markets in 
Somerset are flooded with 
cattle every week.  Farmers 
are selling to capitalise on 
these high prices. 
 
I have heard that the sheep prices are so buoyant because there is less cheap meat coming in to 
the country from New Zealand.  As the economy in China grows, the New Zealand exporters are 
directing a lot of their supplies to China, where a lot more people are now able to buy meat. 
 
This lovely dry weather has meant land has been easy to cultivate for planting.  Seed planted in 
these favourable conditions is always beneficial to a good harvest. 
 
When we get into the month of May, towards the end of the month, sheep shearing will commence, 
if it is warm enough - much to the relief of the sheep and the farmers that look after them.  Also, 
towards the end of the month, silage making will start and the first crop of silage will be taken, ready 
for feeding the cattle again next winter.  Farming never stops. 
 

Dictated by Ray Naish and written by his Grandson Leon Naish 
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Our April Market went really well with 
many visitors especially from outside the 
village. 
 

The signs we put out are obviously 
attracting passing trade!!  Having said that 
we could not possibly function without our 
friends and neighbours from close by. 
 
Money collected this time from tables, 
refreshments and book sales has gone to 
Breast Cancer and proceeds from cakes 
and preserves to Portishead Lifeboats. 
 
 Thanks go, as usual, to cake-bakers, kitchen staff and helpers who set up and clear up after. 
                             Finally the new tables make life much easier! 
 
                                         THE NEXT MARKET IS ON MAY 14th 

Camera Club News 
 

We met on Saturday 9th April to make pinhole cameras from 
empty beer cans.  These were loaded with photographic paper 
and exposures made.  We will develop the pictures when we 
next meet.  Steve and I intended to fix ours to suitable posts in 
our gardens and try really long exposures (weeks) as the results 
should trace the path of the sun.  
 

We would like to fix similar 
cameras at points around 
Kenn to obtain some rather 
different views. Any offers of a 
post, tree or other vantage 
point where we could fix a 
camera? 
 

Our next meeting is at 7p.m 
Monday 16 May, assemble at 
Downscote, Duck Lane.  Bring 
a camera as we plan to make 
it a local photography 
evening.  New members 
welcome. 
 

History Project Trivia 
 

On the website http://www.kennvillage.co.uk/somerset_life.htm is the photo which appeared on the 
front of Somerset Life about 30 years ago.  Hartley and I would like confirmation of who the little 
chap is.  If you know, please email us at: 
 

 historyproject@kennvillage.co.uk 
Hazel 

Fuzzygraph of Downscote garden 

http://www.kennvillage.co.uk/somerset_life.htm
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KENN W.I. 

In spite of themselves the Kenn team have again won in the latest round of the skittles tournament.  
We played Bleadon W.I. at the Bell at Banwell, which was one of the strangest venues that we have 
ever visited.  There was a small pond at the end of the alley and our poor sticker-up got his feet 
quite wet and was sending the balls back wet and covered in grass.  We did not like to enquire quite 
where this water was coming from!  Our next game is a semi-final against Clutton W.I. 

Mr Negus from the Curzon Cinema came to talk to us and had some most interesting pictures of the 
cinema in all its manifestations throughout its life. It is one of the oldest continually operating 
cinemas in the country and we should be very proud of it. 

The AGM is soon to take place in Liverpool and the resolutions which will be discussed at the May 
meeting are on mega factory farms for large animals and the proposed closure of so many libraries 
as a cost cutting exercise. 

We will also be pleased to welcome Mr Tinney again on May 11th with more of his memories of life 
on Mendip.  This time we hope to be able to welcome Mrs Tinney too.  

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 

There will be no elections for Parish Councillors this time as five members decided to retire and 
there were five new Councillors nominated.  The Parish Councillors who are retiring have between 
them given 64 years of service to the people of Kenn.  They are John Griffin (20 years), Sheila 
Naish (16 years) Hartley Staples (12 years), Sarah Clark (8 years) and Robin Mackay (8 years).  
This will also end the association of the Dyer and Naish families with the Parish Council.  Sam and 
Ruth Dyer served 63 years between them and Ray Naish and his father Victor served 49 years 
between them.  Kenn should be very grateful to them all for the accumulated wisdom of the years 
and the intimate knowledge which they all had of village affairs.  It is unlikely that the village will be 
so lucky again. 

The new Parish Council members will be Clive Golding-Ellis, Kate Hatcher, Hazel Limage, Andrew 
Limage, Cheryl Quinn, Sizzle Summerell and Rob Treble.  I am sure that we all wish them well in 
their deliberations. 

I have decided that now is the time for me to retire, which I shall do forthwith.  I have been Clerk to 
the Parish Council for 35 years and I have been waiting for the right moment for some time.  My 
predecessor died in office and I have no wish to or intention of doing the same. 

It is particularly opportune that I should leave now.  The new Council can begin with a „clean sheet‟.  
The rules governing employment of Parish Clerks have changed.  They can no longer be self 
employed and Parish Councils are required to operate a pay-roll and are responsible for the Clerk‟s 
tax and N.I. contributions.  I have always declared my fee and been responsible for my own tax.  
The new Local Sustainability Bill will also impose new duties and responsibilities on Parish Councils 
and the degree of IT knowledge required is getting beyond me.  In fact it‟s time I wandered off into 
the sunset. 

I have enjoyed my time as Parish Clerk and I hope that the new appointee whoever he or she may 
be will enjoy the same friendship and co-operation with Councillors as I have and wish them all 
every success. 

Ann Holtham     

Our son Duncan Mackay  
 

ran the London Marathon in 3 hours 38 minutes and 57 seconds, a  fantastic effort. He would like to say 

thank you to all those people who sponsored him and will thank them personally when he returns from a 

deserved holiday. 

Robin and Marianna Mackay 
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We know it's early BUT ..... 
 

Kenn Christmas Parties 
 

After many years of brilliant organisation, Jo Batten has asked us to take over the 
organisation of the Kenn Children's Christmas Party.  Our first discovery has 
been that good children's entertainers around the Christmas period cost around 
£200 for 90 minutes (ever feel like you're in the wrong business?!)  Feeling slightly 
stymied by this, we're asking all parents/grandparents out there what they might 
like for their children/grandchildren at the party.  We're open to ideas and 
comments ...... 
 
Our initial thoughts are: 
 
 that we hold a "10 and Under" Children's Party from approximately 4.30pm-6pm: 
 
a Teenagers event from 6pm until 8pm; 
 
 and then the Grown-Up's Christmas Party from 8pm onwards, complete with bar 
and either the best (and worst) of 70s and 80s music, or a live band ..... 
 
That way, we only have to wash the Village Hall floor once!! 
 
Would it work??  Would you join us??? 
 
We'd be grateful for any (reasonable!) requests or suggestions. 
 

Sizzle and Kate  

Book Group 
 

Now we are four. Last week we met to discuss 
„Cider with Rosie‟ By Laurie Lee.  We had convivial 
chat about the book and aired our diverse 
opinions. Lee presents a small rural community 
with its comforts and security. He also reveals the 
dark side of humanity when a community lives just 
beyond the surveillance of the law. Our 
discussions veered away from the book at times 
but Lee‟s book served as a focus to return to.  
 

Our next book is „Star of the Sea‟ by Joseph 
O‟Connor. We will meet at The Drum on Thursday 
26th May 2011 at 7.30pm. 

Caroline Holden     
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Margaret’s Mutterings 
  

Thanks go to Hazel, (one of our new Parish Councillors), for doing such a magnificent job of KENN 
NEWS & VIEWS over the past two years.  She has most certainly „raised the bar‟, and I might just 
have to accept that I cannot reach such heights, however she and I agreed that from June issue this 
year I have the job back - I rather hope that she might do the occasional holiday relief........Please 
Hazel............... 
 

So, starting in  May - yes from now on, please can all information, news, views etc  come to me: 
 

  Margaret Ball (also known as Margaret Stowell) at Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn, Clevedon 
BS21 6TL, which is the house behind the high hedge opposite the Village Hall.          

Tel. 01275 874077            Fax 01275 342050           Email margaret.john@btinternet.com   
 

I shall aim to publish before the last Saturday of each month, when Moor News is delivered to Ray 
Naish, but that may only be an aspiration, who knows, I may have got rather rusty from lack of use.  
 

Closing date for June Magazine Material is Wednesday 25th May 
 

Kenn News & Views - It is wonderful than Leon Naish (younger son of Sheila and Miles) is now 
contributing to both Moor News and Kenn News & Views.  Regularly visiting his grandfather Ray, 
who has difficulty wielding a pen these days, on a Wednesday evening and taking dictation from 
him.  Brilliant! 
 

Kenn Village Hall - Thanks to my John and Stuart Welch who helped to mark each of our new 
folding chairs „KVH‟, so everyone will know they are ours.  John has made two trolleys so that they 
can be moved around the hall without too much effort - he plans to make a third, with thanks to 
Stuart Summerell for providing wheels.  
 

Cloverlea, Kenn Street - Jean and Ray Naish celebrated their 61st Wedding Anniversary quietly at 
home on the 10th April.  Their greatly appreciated team of helpers continues to grow and Ray and 
Jean are always delighted to see visitors. 
 

It is surprising who you meet in Kenn Street, just walking on a sunny Easter Weekend - We 
extend a warm welcome to Patricia Scott who is now resident at White Cottage, Kenn Street, 
together with her son James, an occasional visitor from university. 
 

Also welcome to Lisa and Kevin - with baby Travis and „three teenagers‟ who moved into The 
Maples over the Easter Weekend.  We do hope that they will all enjoy living in our Village. 
 

Best wishes also - to Brad Harris, of Orchard End who managed to break his right ankle whilst 
exercising on some sand...  He has had the break pinned and is now exercising on crutches. 
 

News from Kenn Estate 
Thanks to Val Cox for her lovely arrangement of flowers in the window behind the font for Easter -
Val took on doing Festival Flowers from the late Renee Russell, who was at the time her neighbour 
at number 1, when Renee first became unwell.   
 

Not only thanks to Val, but also congratulations........ 
 

Firstly, on the birth of her second great-grandson Callum who was born in Holy Week to 
granddaughter Deena and Darren Port (who is a fitter at Stowell‟s).  Callum is the grandson of 
Steve and Trish Cox who moved into the family home, number 3, about seven years ago when Ivor 
and Valerie moved into the annexe. 
 

Ivor and Valerie already had a great-grandson; Jasper aged 7 months who lives in Clevedon with 
his parents Nina and Paul Tremain. (Nina is Stephanie‟s eldest daughter). 
 

Secondly, following the passing of their neighbour Gerry Neath last year, the Cox family is delighted 
that Shoni and Lee Flack are preparing to move into number 4.  Shoni is the younger daughter of 
Stephanie and step-daughter of Lance Leaman who live in number 6. 

mailto:Margaret.john@btinternet.com
mailto:Margaret.john@btinternet.com


John Griffin 
 

Kenn owes a huge debt of gratitude to John Griffin who has decided to stand down as Chairman of Kenn 

Parish Council. John has been a superb Chairman for the last 8 years, having served on the council for 20 

years. He has worked tirelessly for the village in many capacities, wherever there has been work to be done 

John is always there. Painting the Village Hall, mowing the Churchyard, spring cleaning and helping maintain 

the Church, planting the daffodils, erecting the Christmas Tree, picking up litter for the annual clean up, 

initiating the monthly village lunch and village market, attending meetings with local councillors and officials, 

representing Kenn at official functions - the list goes on and on.  As Chairman of the Parish Council he ran 

friendly and open meetings which, nonetheless, achieved most of the Council‟s objectives.  During his tenure 

the village has become cleaner, prettier and friendlier.   

John, with the unwavering support of his wife Grace, has been an unsung champion of our village.  Much of 

his work goes unnoticed and unrecognised by many in our community, but Kenn has become a richer place 

because of his dedication and hard work. The Parish Council has lost a great servant.  He will be a hard act 

to follow. 

Robin Mackay 

Being Green.  I’m doing my best! 
 

The Tom Putt apple blossom has been and gone. The tight purple buds open to pinkish white 
radiant blossom. Standing under the tree in full bloom a low hum could be heard. It was the 
reassuring noise of the bees visiting each flower. The petals then fell like confetti marking the 
marriage between Spring and Summer. 
 

Poetic rambling aside it has been really busy in the garden.  The rate of growth has now overtaken 
me and the garden has to be tended on a daily basis.  People have been unbelievably kind and 
given me spare plants and seeds.  I think in a few weeks we can work towards being self sufficient 
in fruit and veg.  Even if it is only for a few months it will have been well worth it.  Then I can plan 
our meals around the home grown produce rather than the shelves of TESCO. Then I will be 
unbelievably pious!  At the village market I will be giving away tomato and other veg plants.  
 

I did my best to keep the tumble drier off this month. However I relapsed several times. 
Convenience and vanity being the only reason. Young men and women must have the right jeans 
and tops to be seen out in, at the sea front. I will try harder next month. 
 

After Good Friday service I noticed several ladies discussing Easter flower arrangements.  Not 
wanting to be left out, I decided to do one as well.  Never having done a flower arrangement in my 
life did not seem to deter me.  The next day Marianna give me a five minute Master Class. She 
gave me advice on using oasis and how to shape the arrangement.  I was truly grateful as, after 
watching Marianna, I realised I may have been too ambitious.  My arrangement was a bit wonky 
and the colours not exactly complementary, but it did all came from the garden. Cost: £0. Air miles: 
none. Road miles: none. 

Caroline Holden 

Many years ago, around 43 I reckon, both Valerie and Ivor worked for Stowell Concrete at Kenn; 
Valerie briefly in the office and Ivor for many years on production - happy days.  My Roger went to 
school with both of them and they were always good friends. 
 

We are also pleased to report that following his recent period of ill-health, neighbour Mervyn Baker, 
number 5, was able to assist with the organ repair works at All Saints, Kingston Seymour in April.  
That only leaves number 2 unmentioned – so our thanks to Stuart Gamester who so promptly 
delivers the North Somerset Times and Clevedon Mercury newspapers to The Drum and Monkey 
each week. 
 

Leaving the Village 
We notice „sold‟ signs on both Walnut Tree Farm and Woodbine Cottage. We are sorry to see them 
go, but  wish Tricia and Ron Harrison and Fiona Wilson and her family all the best in their new 
homes. 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 273 MAY 2011  

9 

Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
   Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 

  
 

 
 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 

May 14th 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling -  every Tuesday 
 
Dustbin -  10th and 24th 
  
Green Waste - 3rd, 17th, 31st 

 

Kenn Women’s 
Institute 

  

Kenn Village Hall,  
Wednesday 

 May 11th7:30pm 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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The Church Bell Will 
Ring for the Royal 
Wedding 
 
Geoff Marchant will 
ring at 12 noon on the 
29th and anyone who 
would like to come 
along and take part 
(with help and 
guidance) will be most 
welcome - children of 
all ages are especially 
needed to lend a hand 
to the national ringing of bells for Wills and 
Kate.  The wedding itself should be over, so if 
you‟d like to spare ten minutes to come and 
wish them Happy Ever After then please come 

along.   
 
And there will be 
Fairtrade Mini Easter 
Eggs for all who ring 
the bell! 

Thankyou, Thankyou, Thankyou... 
 

Thanks to the generosity of Kenn people and 
the congregation of St John's, I will be able to 
send over £90 to the Blay Family. The money 
is the profit made from the sale of Simnel 
Cakes at Easter.  

Julia Bush 

Christian Aid Week 
2011 
 

This year Christian Aid 
Week is from Sunday 
15th May - Saturday 21st May. 
 

If you would like to help in the door to door 
collection please contact me ASAP. 
 

If you cannot help, please put something, 
however small in the envelope that comes 
through your door. 
 

Although Christian Aid is one of the church's 
main charities, it's not just 'from Christians to 
Christians'. Over the years it has grown into a 
major organisation, involved in disaster relief, 
education and medium and long term help in 
the developing world. 
 

If you want more information check the 
Christian Aid website. 
 

 
 
 

St John’s 
Altar Guild 

May 
 
 
 

Grace Griffin, Joyce Kent and Troy Gale 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
May 
 1

st 
  Hartley Staples 

       Lynne and Steve Bye  
Wedding anniversary 

3
rd

  Cyril Willcox  
        Chloe Hayzen 
 4

th
   Nigel Middleton  

 5
th
   Sarah and Tom Clark  

Wedding anniversary 
8

th
   Mike Stowell  

        Tina and Nigel Middleton  
Wedding anniversary 

10
th
   Jilly Butland  

         Jayne Morris 
11

th
  Tina Middleton 

12
th   

Robert Porch 
15

th
   Samuel Leiper 

19th  Emily Limage 
20

th
   Harrison Flower 

22
nd

  Duncan Mackay 
         Bradley Beardshaw  
26

th
   Brian Stowell  

         Jane Staples 
         Colin Webb         
27

th
   Christopher Jaehme  

28
th
   Sally White 

29
th
   Milly Stowell  

         Trina Willoughby 
         Samuel Rogers  
30

th
   Joanna Brain 
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Extract from the Churchwarden’s 
report to the APCM 2011 
 

As ever, St John‟s has maintained a quiet 
presence in the villge of Kenn, offering a 
space of calm to the stressed, encouragement 
to the downcast and permanence to the 
uprooted.  This has been achieved not only by 
the building, but in a living sense by the 
regular congregation, faithfuly turning up week 
by week, and by the clergy who take their turn 
to preach and celebrate at the different 
services we enjoy thoruhg each month.  We 
are especially blessed to be in the care of 
John and Celia, and know it. 
 

When I open the church doors, alone or with 
visitors, I know everything at St John‟s, inside 
and out, will be in good order, thanks to the 
small army of folk who clean, tidy, garden and 
mow the church premises and see to the 
hundred and one jobs which need to be done 
to keep things running smoothly.  Thank you, 
one and all. 

Julia Bush 

Pastoral Care in Kenn 
 
When Ray (Naish) retired, I inherited his 
“Pastoral Care” hat.  I‟m conscious that I‟m 
probably not as “in touch” as he was so - if 
you or anyone you know needs anything of a 
churchy nature (visit from the vicar etc) then 
let me know. 
 

Julia Bush 
01275 873554 

Friends of Kenn Church - Annual 
General Meeting  

 
7.30 pm Thursday 19

th
 May in the new room 

of  
St John the Evangelist, Kenn 

 
All Parishioners and Friends are invited to 

attend this meeting 
 

A G E N D A 
 

 1  Apologies 
 2    Minutes of AGM of 22

nd
  April 2010        

 3   Matters arising 
4   Finance 
5  Election of Committee 

 6  Annual Deep Clean 
 7  Best Kept Village – churchyard 
 8  Future events –  
   Coffee Mornings in the New Room 
   Harvest Supper 
   Altar Linen 
 9  Any other business 

Our flag flew at half mast during April for the 

death and funeral of Hilda Baker: 

And at the top of the mast on: 

the 21st April for the 85th birthday of Her Majesty the 

Queen; 

the 23rd April we flew the St Georges flag: 

the 24th April we flew the flag for Easter: and on 

the 29th for the Wedding of Wills and Kate!! 

Easter at St John’s 
 

I wasn‟t here for Mothering Sunday, but heard 
such lovely comments that I wished I had 
been.  Julia and Celia led the service, and, by 
all accounts, it was beautifully moving. 
 

Palm Sunday Evensong gave us that once-a-
year chance to sing the lovely Easter hymns.  
A thoughtful sermon was perfect for a 
thoughtful day. 
 

Caroline and I went to the Vigil at Kingston on 
Maundy Thursday.  Peace and quiet 
meditation for as many hours as you like - 
what a rare luxury… 
 

Devotion at St John‟s on Good Friday was 
packed - a lovely subdued, thoughtful time. 
 

And then, on Easter Sunday, the church was 
alive with flowers, colour and light - the stone 
was rolled away from the tomb on the 
children‟s Easter Garden as Avril retold the 
story to the children (and then again to the 
adults).  Tea and coffee (and cake and Easter 
eggs) kept us all happily chatting long after we 
should have been home for our lunch… 
 

(Photos are on the website) 
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SERVICES FOR MAY 2011 
 

1st Sunday 1st May Second of Easter    
 

8:00am  Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9:30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9:30am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am First Sunday Special at Claverham  
11:00am  Family Service at Kingston Seymour  
6:00pm  Evensong at Yatton*  
 

2nd Sunday 8th May  Second of Easter 
 

8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
9:30am  Holy Communion at Claverham  
9:30am  Family Communion at Yatton   
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
11.00am  Trinity Praise at Cleeve   
6:00pm  Evensong at Kingston Seymour*  
6.00pm Stainer‟s Crucifixion at Yatton  
6.30pm Holy Communion at Cleeve  
 

3rd Sunday 15th May Third of Easter 
 

8:00am  Holy Communion at Claverham*  
9:30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11:00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
2:30pm  Holy Baptism at Yatton – Oscar George Jones  
6:00pm  Evensong at Kenn*  
 

4th Sunday 22nd May Fifth of Easter 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*  
8.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am  Family Service at Claverham  
11.00am  Family Service at Kenn  
2.30pm Holy Baptism at Claverham ~ Jacob John Stockton  
6.30pm   Ecumenical Evensong at Yatton Methodist Church  
 

5th Sunday  29th May Rogation Sunday Fifth of Easter 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
10.00am Team Service at Cleeve   
6:00pm  Evensong at Kenn*  
 
HOLY DAYS IN MAY: 
3rd – Tuesday St Mark the Evangelist - Transferred from 25th April   
8.30am Holy Communion at Yatton 
 

4th – Wednesday Philip and James, Apostles - Transferred from 1st May   
10am Holy Communion at Yatton 
11am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour 
 

31st – Tuesday The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth    
8.30am Holy Communion at Yatton 
 

*Book of Common Prayer 
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Hilda Mary Baker 
 

Hilda has passed away recently, after a long and painful illness aged 82. 

Although Hilda never lived in Kenn, she and her husband Norman and family, have farmed land in 

Kenn for the past 60 years.  She was very well known to many Kenn people. Hilda came into the 

Clevedon area when she joined the Land Army during the last war. She was employed by farmer 

Jack Marshall at Wrangle Farm, Clevedon. It was from there that she met and married Norman 

Baker, moving into Wrangle Farm and renaming it Triangle Farm 

She soon became much involved in Clevedon activities, including the Town Council.  Although she 

was a Liverpool born girl, she soon adapted to life in the Clevedon area, including the Young 

Farmer‟s Club.  Her greatest honour as a Land Girl was to be one of only four representing the 

organisation to be presented to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, later the Queen Mother. 

Hilda was soon involved in many committees, including the NSPCC, The Church of England 

Children‟s Society, and  the local Conservative Party.  With the building of the M5 motorway, 

Triangle Farm was moved to Cooks Lane in the 1970s and a new farmhouse had to be made into a 

home. 

In 1973 Norman was asked to go on the Town Council, he said, “No thank you, but Hilda will do it!” 

Hilda became a Conservative Town Councillor for Clevedon East Ward, and a Woodspring District 

Councillor.  She was also a member of all of the following committees – Clevedon Pier, League of 

Friends of Clevedon Cottage Hospital, Clevedon Carnival, Clevedon Chamber of Trade, Clevedon 

Pirates, Clevedon Light Opera, Clevedon Helping Hands, Clevedon Guides, Clevedon Conservative 

Club, Clevedon Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

She was at one time Chairman of the Town Council; she also served on St Brandons‟ School PTA 

and the North Somerset Drainage Board.  Hilda made a great contribution to life in this locality. 

Our sympathy is now with husband Norman, her children Roger and Heather and families. 

Dictated by Ray Naish, written by his grandson Leon Naish 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 

Hello this is PCSO Michele Barrett 8487 at Nailsea Police Station. 

Burglar Alarm  
Please be aware that a Burglary alarm company is cold-calling by 
phone to residents around North Somerset.  

They state they have 4 Alarm systems to give a way for free. 

They are a legitimate company but have no association with Avon 
and Somerset Police. If you are told that part of the fee goes to the 
Police this is not the case. 

The only advice we the Police can give as we cannot recommend 
any alarm Installer is to check any company is registered with the 
NSI (National Security Inspectorate) www.nsi.org.uk. 

Please remember to ask that your call is tagged Neighbourhood 
Watch and quote Ringmaster message number JN1077. 

Thank you. 

Michele Barrett 8487, 0845 456 7000 

michele.barrett@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
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KENN VILLAGE 
MIDSUMMER PICNIC 

 

on 
Saturday 18th June 2011, 4pm - 8pm (approx) 

 

at 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

Bring your own picnics*, beers, wine, champagne, 
strawberries, tea, cakes, relatives and children 

 
 

*sorry, no BBQs              
Any queries to Kate at Moorgate House        
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No tickets 
No raffle 

No tombola 
No fundraising…  

just an afternoon of sunshine and village life! 
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Billie 
 

Hi, I am Billie, and last October, when I was fourteen months old, I came to live with James and 
Jane at Kenn Pier.  I seem to have landed on my feet, because I have a great life.  Like many of my 
breed (Cocker Spaniel) I have lots of energy and like nothing more than going out hunting - after all, 
I am a gun dog.  I am also very affectionate and like to climb on someone‟s lap for a cuddle and 
snooze.  I stay there as long as I can.  It‟s just bliss. 
 

Some days James takes me to the office.  Staff and customers make a great fuss of me and spoil  
me rotten.  They admire my wonderful smooth black coat and call me Handsome!  It makes me feel 
great!  I could even become quite conceited. 
 

Sometimes my cousin Midge comes to stay.  He is a Border Terrier and lives in Derbyshire.  We 
have lots of fun together, running and rolling around, but I feel quite exhausted when he has gone 
home.  After all - he is only six months old, much younger than me.  I think I have even lost weight. 
 

Recently I had a sleepover in Duck Lane.  They took me for a walk down the lane and I met a nice 
young lady called Rosie.  She is real Bond Bombshell.  I took a fancy to her - we had a good sniff 
and touched noses.  We have met again, and I hear there could be the chance of a date!  I „m 
getting quite excited - watch this space. 
 

Bye for now 
 

(Dictated by Billie, and written by Grace and John) 

An End and a Beginning 
 
Our Parish Council meeting on 4th April marked the end of the term of office of the present 
members, as a new council has been formed, taking office from early May. 
 
I wish to express thanks to the retiring councillors - Sarah Clark; Sheila Naish; Robin Mackay and 
Hartley Staples for their faithful, conscientious and practical services to Kenn.  All of them have 
served more than one term of office and are to be congratulated for their constancy and dedication. 
 
On a personal note I would like to say how much I have appreciated the kindness and tolerance 
shown me over the eight years of my Chairmanship.  We have had very few difficult meetings and I 
hope and trust that the other councillors enjoyed their time on the Parish Council as much as I have.  
I was touched by their card and thoughtful retirement gift, which is hanging on the wall of my home, 
and a very nice memento of those years we served together. 
 
We now welcome the new Parish Council - for five of the seven members this will be their first time 
on the council.  We wish them well and look forward to some new ideas and initiatives with  
refreshed energy - often the benefits of a new team.  We thank them too for taking on the 
responsibility. 
 
I continue with a tribute to our remarkable Parish Clerk Ann Holtham, who has decided to retire after 
thirty five years of  service.  Only those who have been on the Parish Council and witnessed Ann‟s 
contribution can fully appreciate all that she has done for us.  For all her years of office she has 
been the true heart of the Parish Council.  Her long experience gave us a steadying voice at times 
of concern and a sure guide at times of uncertainty.  We all relied on her and she never failed us.  
The status she has earned with district councillors and at North Somerset have been a real asset to 
Kenn.  At this time of change there is no one due a bigger THANK YOU than Ann.   It is good to 
know that she continues with her other two roles - the Women's Institute and the Church Council. 
 

John Griffin 
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What’s on at the Drum? 

Pick up your copies 
of the Mercury and 

Times from Thursday 
every week. 

Midweek Special is still available Monday to Friday 
(lunchtimes only) 

£7.95 for 1 course, £8.95 for 2 courses 

Bristol 
Evening Post 

Family 
Friendly Pub 
of the Year - 

again!   

Wednesday 
Nights at 9pm 

We‟ll be introducing a new Summer Menu soon, so watch this space.  We‟ve been awarded 4 
stars for Food and Hygiene, and are very pleased with that.  And we‟ve been invited to enter 
the Clevedon Mercury Pub of the Year Competition.  If we win that we that will make three 

awards this year!  Come and make yourselves at home in your local! 

 

 
 

Kennites on National TV! 
 
 
Drew Summerell and Romilly Hatcher Wilkins took part in Yatton Infants School enactment of the 
Royal Wedding on Wednesday 27th.  All 238 pupils were given parts to play, from Prince William 
and Kate Middleton to the Red Arrows and TV cameramen.  The “bride” was drawn in a spectacular 
golden carriage, made by Stuart Summerell from an old garden centre trolley and MDF. 
 

Cast as a policeman, Drew was in charge of crowd control, managing well-dressed by lightly unruly 
guests, including Romilly.  When asked, after the event, what the best part had been, Romilly 
thought long and hard before answering, “the picnic tea”…. 
 

http://www.itv.com/westcountry-east/schools-royal-wedding24726/ 
Kate Hatcher 

http://www.itv.com/westcountry-east/schools-royal-wedding24726/
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Bird News I 
 

The rather amazing dry weather has led to an early spring migration and Juliet Stowell reported a 
House Martin on April 11th (a full 9 nine days before your ornithological correspondent recorded his 
first of the year). 
 

April started with a splendid male Redstart in Littlewood, together with half a dozen Chiffchaffs and 
a couple of Blackcaps, whilst on the moor nearby were two Wheatears.  A few days later we found 
that Blackcap numbers had increased to 6, there were 3 Willow Warblers, 2 pairs of Treecreepers 
collecting nest material and a Great Spotted Woodpecker.  A pair of Teal was still on one of the 
boundary ditches and, by way of showing the transition from winter to spring, 18 Linnets were still in 
flock mode nearby. 
 

The warden at the new Portbury Wharf Reserve (well worth a visit) telephoned me about Wildlife 
Trust matters and mentioned that there were young Tawny Owls on the reserve.  This prompted me 
to check a local nestbox and there were 3 Tawny Owlets peering out.  Chris Spring from the Hawk 
and Owl Trust arrived on the April 11th to ring them but they had already left the box - at least a 
month early.  Chris wasn‟t unduly surprised - he knows of a nestbox in Portishead where the Owlets 
had left on March 28th!  He kindly checked some YACWAG boxes and we discovered very small 
young in Littlewood.  Later I saw an adult peering out from one of our Barn Owl boxes along the 
Strawberry Line.  They must be responding to a prolific food supply which, given the snow and cold 
in December, is somewhat surprising.  Many of our boxes have Kestrels in them but we hope that 
the Barn Owls - not seen lately - have survived and will raise youngsters again this summer.  Pearl 
reported a Barn Owl from near River View Cottage; if you do see one please let us know.  We would 
also like to hear of any Kingfisher sightings as their population seems to have been depleted by the 
freezing conditions last winter.  John Croxton and I did see one on the River Kenn (Nailsea Court 
end) but that represents only my second sighting of 2011. 
 

The warm southerly winds before Easter were ideal for returning migrants and 12 Wheatears along 
with 3 pristine male Whinchats were along the sea wall, a few Whimbrel were on the estuary and 7 
warbler species were singing at Blake‟s Pools.  The next day 8 warbler species could be heard from 
the Strawberry Line including a record count of 13 Sedge Warblers. 
 

More remarkable was a male Yellowhammer, spotted by John Croxton in the field behind his 
bungalow.  Yellowhammers have been absent from Yatton and Kenn for some years and I haven‟t 
seen the Brockley Way birds for some time.  Simultaneously John had a Wagtail at his pond, 

probably a Yellow. 
 
 
I saw my first 
cuckoo today (22nd) 
at Shapwick Heath 
along with another 
“yellow” bird - a 
Lesser Yellowlegs.  
Yes, really. 
 

Trevor Riddle 

01934 835208 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


